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Anti-Social 


NO EXIT 


Andy Singer 


Translating the anti-tobacco experience to the car 


automobiles: 



Byreplacing the words “tobacco”and 
“smoking” with “automobile” and 
“driving , ” an outline for anti-smoking 
policy illustrates how similar the two 
public health issues really are. It also 
suggests how predominant social per¬ 
ceptions color them as different 

The Approach: Social Norm Change 

The California experience demon¬ 
strates that a comprehensive approach 
designed to change social norms has a 
greater impact than a frontal attack 
designed to market cessation services 
directly to automobile users. The goal of 
this “social norm change” approach is to 
indirectly influence current and potential 
future automobile users by creating a 
social and legal climate in which the 
automobile becomes less desirable, 
acceptable and accessible. 

The social norm change model is based 
on the fact that thoughts, values, mores 
and actions of individuals, reflected in 
everything from laws to subtle questions 
of etiquette, are tempered by the social 
community. Normative social attitudes 
(social norms) change over time accord¬ 
ing to the evolution of events in commu¬ 
nities, and also result from intentional 
human intervention. 

The California Auto Control Program 
has sought to change the social norms 
around using automobiles to push auto¬ 
mobile use out of the charmed circle of 
normal, desirable practice to being an 
abnormal practice; in short, to denormal- 
ize automobile use. Such an effort must 
engage non-drivers as well as drivers. 
Evaluation results indicate that this 
approach is working in California: people 
are driving less and more people are pro¬ 
tected from exposure to automobile 
emissions. 


Teens are initially 
attracted to driving 
because it suggests 
adult independence, 
sexiness and glam¬ 
our. In spite of a 
growing anti-dri¬ 
ving mood across 
the nation, youth 
still see too many 
adults driving in 
their daily lives and 
in the media sug¬ 
gesting that driving 
is desirable. Social 
norms have not 
changed enough to 
contain car use to a 
shrinking pool of 
aging, hardcore 
users. To achieve 
that level of social 
change, more must 
be done to stop the 
tremendous influ¬ 
ence mounted by 
the automobile industry to addict young 
people. 

Because youth driving has increased in 
recent years, it is tempting to focus auto¬ 
mobile control efforts primarily on youth. 
This is not the answer. In keeping with 
the social norm change model, the “next 
generation” cannot be saved without 
changing the generations who have 
already reached adulthood. Youth driving 
will decline when more adults stop dri¬ 
ving, and when adults take action to: 
•Deglamourize automobile use; 
•Establish well-funded, comprehensive 
automobile control programs that 
denormalize automobile use; 

•Pass automobile tax increases; 

•Bar the automobile industry from 


spending billions of dollars a year try¬ 
ing to addict anyone, regardless of age; 
•Strictly regulate automobile production, 
manufacturing, marketing and sales. 
Durable social norm change occurs 
through shifts in the social environment 
of local communities, at the grass roots 
level. The impetus for change must come 
from the bottom up, not the top down. 
The process of initiating, adopting and 
implementing policy change in a commu¬ 
nity builds capacity at the local level. Pro¬ 
gram interventions must therefore be 
designed primarily to facilitate change at 
the community level. 

Adapted from A Model for Change: The 
California Experience in Tobacco Control\ ” 
California State Department of Health. 
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A Huge Win for LA.! 

A fter three long years of organizing and lobbying, on September 28, 
1999 T.A. won passage of a new state law that allows New York City 
to design streets for traffic speeds as low as 15 mph and opens the 
way for the widespread traffic calming of city streets. The win is 
exciting for many reasons. This legislative session, only one half of one percent 
of the bills introduced were passed into law. Our bill was one of them because 
of the high level of popular interest in traffic calming to reduce traffic and 
improve conditions for bicyclists and pedestrians on our streets. 

Passage of the law points to T.A. s growing clout and sophistication and our 
ability to mobilize broad coalitions. It also sends an unequivocal message to the 
City’s Department of Transportation and its recalcitrant traffic engineers that 
the public and its elected leaders want streets designed for the needs of neigh¬ 
borhoods, pedestrians and bicyclists, not just motor vehicles. It speaks volumes 
that the traffic calming legislation gained the support of both conservative 
Republican and liberal Democratic legislators, as well as the mayor and all of 
his bitterest political foes within the city. 

In fact, the symbolic and political value of the new law may equal its practical 
importance. In a city where it is tough to get politicians to agree that the sun 
sets in the west, this has created a broad consensus of people and politicians. 
However exciting as it is, the new law is only a tool a means to an end. Next, it 
is T.A.’s job to help communities use this tool. Together we can transform city 
streets into safer places to walk and bicycle, while creating quieter and more 
pleasant places to live. 

T.A. extends a special thank you to the bill’s sponsors: State Senator Frank 
Padavan (R-Queens) and Assemblymember Deborah Glick (D-Manhattan) 
for the hard work they and their staffs did in championing this legislation to 
success. 



P.S. The “Volunteer of the Month” interview in the Summer issue of T.A. Magazine 
contained remarks about Parks Commissioner Henry Stern that some readers felt were 
offensive to seniors and personally offensive to the well-known commissioner. Our 
apologies to the commissioner and any others who were offended. T.A. makes every 
effort to focus only on the public record of governmental leaders. 


Dump 

Diesel 

Buses 

Now! 



The MTA's five year spending plan includes the purchase of 700 new diesel buses. This is 
wrong. Even the most carefully tuned diesel buses spew out microscopic particles that cause 
asthma and lung cancer. The 
Natural Resources Defense 
Council estimates that diesel 
emissions cause 4,000 prema¬ 
ture deaths in the city each 
year. 

Now is the time to stop the 
MTA once and for all from pur¬ 
chasing new diesel buses. 

Don't wait — send the 
enclosed postcard today. 
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New Traffic Calming Law Opens Way for 
Transformation of City Streets 


to pedestrians. 

The slower 
design speeds 
allowed by the 
law should also 
be taken into 
consideration at 
major pedestri¬ 
an locations like 
Times Square, 

Herald Square, 

Mulry Square 
and Grand 
Army Plaza. 

Slow Speed 
Zones and 
Area Wide 
Traffic 
Calming 

London and 
other leading 
European cities 
make wide use 

of slow speed _ _ _ _ 

zones, so should 
NYC. These are 
areas with a 20 

mph speed limit and extensive traffic calming measures 
intended to reduce through traffic and slow cars. The idea is 
to change traffic patterns and motorist behavior in a large 
area, instead of at one location. An ideal place to start is in 
Downtown Brooklyn. Here the public expects real results 
from the Downtown Brooklyn Traffic Calming Project. 



Pour the champagne! 

After a tough three year legislative campaign, T.A.'s 
traffic calming bill was signed into law on September 
28. The new law permits New York City to use traffic 
calming techniques to design streets for speeds as low 
as 15 mph. Its passage sends a powerful signal to traf¬ 
fic engineers that the public demands equal rights for 
pedestrians, bicyclists and neighborhoods. 

The law got its start four years ago when T.A. asked the traf¬ 
fic calming planners at the DOT what obstacles they faced. At 
the top of their list was the state law forbidding maximum speed 
limits below 30 mph. City traffic engineers interpreted it to 
mean streets must be designed for motor vehicles to drive 30 
mph or faster. As a result, most traffic calming methods were 
deemed unacceptable. Upon hearing this, T.A. vowed to change 
the state law. And now we have. 

The new law puts a powerful tool in the hands of DOT engi¬ 
neers responding to community concerns about speeding and 
traffic. T.A. and the Neighborhood Streets Network will make 
sure the DOT uses its new found powers. We will vigorously 
educate community groups and elected officials about the 
potential benefits of the new law. We will also push the City to 
vastly expand the scope of its traffic calming efforts and the 
street designs it uses. In the next year, our goal is to see the 
DOT start another large scale traffic calming effort like the 
Downtown Brooklyn Traffic Calming Project (perhaps in West 
Brooklyn) and begin using mini-roundabouts and sidewalk 
extensions or “neckdowns.” 

Leading traffic calming countries like Holland, Germany and 
Denmark put their efforts into making big, arterial, streets con¬ 
genial to bicyclists and pedestrians. As New Yorkers enjoy more 
of the benefits of traffic calming that will be the next step in 
New York City. But for the time being, traffic calming here is 

more likely 
to be used to 
redesign 
major pedes¬ 
trian cross¬ 
ings and 
create slow 
speed zones 
on neighbor¬ 
hood streets. 


Pedestrian Safety 

The new law should spur the DOT to redesign dangerous 
pedestrian crossings. For instance, neckdowns should be 
added at 7th Ave. and 60th Street, where a woman and her 
elderly mother were killed by a turning truck in 1997. On 
huge, dangerous streets like Queens Boulevard and Upper 
Broadway, DOT should emulate London by raising the 
pavement under crosswalks crossing parallel side streets. This 
will slow turning vehicles and give drivers more time to yield 


Bicyclists 

Bicyclists benefit tremendously from traffic calming. 
Indeed, bicyclists and bike lanes are themselves effective at 
reducing speeding. Traffic calmed streets are ideal bicycle 
habitat. 
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Thank You for Supporting Calmer, Quieter Streets 

Transportation Alternatives extends our gratitude to you, our membership, and the elected officials, civic groups and individuals that 
helped win this powerful tool for calmer and quieter streets. Special appreciation is due the bills sponsors: Assemblymember Debo¬ 
rah Glick and State Senator Frank Padavan. Mayor Rudolph Giuliani also deserves our thanks for putting his weight, and the City’s 
Albany lobbyists, behind the legislation. 


Rudolph Giuliani 
Mayor City of New York 
Peter Vallone 
City Council Speaker 
Sheldon Silver 
Speaker of the Assembly 
Joseph Bruno 

President of the State Senate 


Fernando Ferrer 

The Bronx Borough President 

C. Virginia Fields 

Manhattan Borough President 

Howard Golden 

Brooklyn Borough President 

Guy Molinari 

Staten Island Borough President 
Claire Shulman 
Queens Borough President 



Legislative Sponsors 
Deborah Glick and Frank Padavan 


Our deep appreciation to the civic, 
environmental and neighborhood 
groups for their powerful support. 

You persuaded the City Council, and 
State Legislature to pass this new law. 
Atlantic Avenue Betterment Assn. 
Auburndale Improvement Assn. 

Banana Kelly 

Brooklyn Heights Association 
Bronx Shepherds Restoration 
Carroll Gardens Association 
Chambers-Canal Civic Assn. 

Charles St. Block Association 
Clinton Hill Society 
East Side Association 
Eden Wald Center 
Environmental Advocates 


Environmental Defense Fund 
Environmental Watchperson 
First Street Resident’s Association 
Fulton Ferry Landing Assoc. 

Grand Avenue Block Assn. 

Harlem Environmental Impact 
Highbridge Advisory 
Institute for Public Administration 
Jane Street Association 
Jefferson Avenue Block 
Juniper Park Civic Association 
League of Conservation Voters 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
Neighborhood Streets Network 
NYC Environmental Justice Alliance 
NYPIRG 

Park Slope Action for the Environment 


Project For Public Spaces 

PS 66 PTA 

Our Lady of Refuge 

Richmond Town Civic 

Scenic Hudson 

Sierra Club-NYC Chapter 

SoHo Partnership 

South Bronx Community Assn. 

St. James/Fulton/Gates Block Assn. 
Sunset Park Restoration 
Trees Not Trucks 

Tri-State Transportation Campaign 

University-West Burnside Neighborhood 

Association 

West Ninth St. Block 

West Village Houses Tenants 


Lastly, our appreciation to: 

Gene Russianoff of the New York Public 
Interest Research Group for his advice 
and counsel. 

Carl Campanile of the New York Post for 
his interest. 


Seth Kaye, former Director of the 
Mayor’s Office of Transportation, who 
recognized the importance of this issue. 


Recognition is also due to the current 
and former T.A. staff advocates who 

won this tremendous success: Susan Boyle, 
Elizabeth Ernish, Paul Harrison, and Neel 
Scott. Thank you and congratulations. 


What is Traffic Calming? 

“Traffic Calming” is the translation of the German 
word “verkehrsberuhigung.” The modern traffic 
calming movement began in Holland in the early 
1970’s. But the idea has been around since the 
ancient Romans used stepping stones to slow chari¬ 
ots at pedestrian crossings. Traffic calming street 
designs abound in pre-war U.S. cities, including 
NYC, before newer, auto-centric cities became com¬ 
mon. 

Traffic calming holds that streets are valuable pub¬ 
lic space and should be shared equally by all users. It 
is a set of street designs and traffic rules that slow 
and reduce traffic while encouraging walkers and 
cyclists to share the street. Traffic calming methods 
include: speed humps, raised crosswalks and raised 
intersections; extended and widened sidewalks; mini¬ 
roundabouts; widened medians; bicycle lanes and 
rumble strips. Traffic calming measures like speed 
humps are easily modified to accomodate emergency 
vehicles, garbage trucks and buses. 



The wide median and narrow streets along Brooklyn's traffic calmed Flatbush Mall 
slow vehicles and make streets safer to bicycle and walk across. 
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Cycling News 

DOT Nixes City Planning Bike Lane Improvements 

Rejects Plan Praised as "Innovative" and "Excellent" by T.A. 


In a tour de force of defeatism, the Department of Trans¬ 
portation has rejected the innovative recommendations made in 
the Department of City Planning s report Making Streets Safe for 
Cycling: Strategies for Improved Bicycle Safety. 

This report, published in May, was the product of months of 
thoughtful research by City Plannings bicycle planners, and 
elicited strong praise from T.A. and others at public meetings. 
The report cites numerous examples of advanced bicycle lane 
designs from bike-friendly cities like Montreal, Paris, Copen¬ 
hagen and Portland, Oregon. In effusive May 26 letters to the 
Department of City Planning and DOT, T.A. complimented 
DCP Commissioner Joe Rose on the report and urged the 
DOT to adopt its recommendations. T.A. asked DOT to mark 
off some bicycle lanes with bright pigment and bollards, and 
install new contra-flow bike lanes to close critical gaps in the 



Here is a inovative 2way bike lane in Montreal\ with a barrier between 
bikes and cars. Apparently this type ofbike lane is out of NYC's league. 


bicycle network. Specifically, T.A. endorsed the report’s call for: 

•Colored bike lanes on Lafayette Street and 5th Ave. 

•Plastic bollards separating lanes at Madison Square and 
Broadway, 5th and 6th Avenues and Adam Clayton Powell 
Boulevard. 

•Contra-flow lanes near the entrances to the East River 
Bridge and on West Broadway from Grand Street to Walker 
Street. 

Unfortunately, in an August 12th letter from DOT to T.A., 
Assistant Commissioner Peter Pennica rejected the report’s 
ideas. Pennica wrote that DOT “expressed concerns to City 
Planning regarding this report.” He then explained that contra¬ 
flow lanes are “too dangerous” and that bollards and “other 
devices to create a physical separation between bicycles and 
oncoming motor vehicle traffic creates other problems... Snow 
and litter removal becomes difficult, if not impossible... Barriers 
also make curb access more difficult for deliveries.” Pennica 
added that painting “colored pavement (in bicycle lanes) is not 
effective for night operation, and is extremely difficult to main¬ 
tain.” 

The DOT s wholesale rejection of the report raises distressing 
questions. First, where was DOT during the drafting of the 
report? Why aren’t DOT and DCP working together on bicycle 
improvements? Supposedly, the NYC Bicycle Network is a joint 
DOT/DCP project. Second, what is the point of DCP’s bicycle 
planning if DOT feels free to reject it? Indeed, does the joint 
DCP/DOT Bicycle Master Plan mean anything if DOT seems 
to ignore bicycle plans in general? Third, and perhaps most wor¬ 
risome; after rejecting DCP’s thoughtful effort, does the DOT 
have its own proposal for bike lane designs and on-street 
cycling? 


Bronx Bike Lane Stuck in Limbo 


It looks like The Bronx will have to 
wait even longer for its first on-street 
bike lane. Although the Prospect 
Avenue Bike Lane was approved by 
the Bronx Borough Board in 1994, 
and the designs for the lane are com¬ 
pleted, the lane’s installation is stalled 
within DOT. Political support is 
clearly not the problem: the Borough 
Board consists of 12 Community 
Board Managers and eight Bronx 
City Councilmembers. 

The two-mile lane would be a key 
north-south connection between Cro- 
tona Park and E. 149th St., where 
thel45th St. bridge connects to Man¬ 
hattan. 

After waiting two years for the 
University Avenue lane to be installed 
in 1997 — only to have it canceled 
due to Yankee fan traffic — cyclists in 
The Bronx are anxious to see this lane 
installed. Amazingly, a county with 


1.2 million people and more miles of 
streets than Manhattan has no on¬ 
street bike lane. Rich Gans, the Chair 
of the T.A. Bronx Chapter, laments 
the DOT’s lack of progress. “What is 
the problem? Five years ago the DOT 
was committed to installing one on¬ 
street bike lane per borough, per year. 
But instead of having five new bike 
lanes, The Bronx has gotten nothing.” 

Write to Commissioner Chapman 
and urge him to get the Prospect 
Avenue bike lane installed ASAP and 
remind him that the DOT owes The 
Bronx its share of on-street bike lanes. 

Wilbur Chapman 
Commissioner 
NYC DOT 
40 Worth Street 
NY, NY 10013 

Prospect Avenue is ready for a bike lane 
- so where is it? 
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Cycling News 

Bikes in Buildings Bill Introduced in City Council 


On July 22 Bronx City Councilmem- 
ber Adolfo Carrion introduced legislation 
to the Councils Housing and Building 
Committee which would require owners 
of commercial buildings to allow tenants 
and their employees with bicycles to use 
freight elevators. The bill — Intro. No. 
584 — aims to create secure parking for 
bicycle commuters. The bill states that 


“the owner...or person... in control of any 
building shall make reasonable provisions 
to provide access to locations where [ten¬ 
ants’, or subtenants’] bicycles shall be 
stored... such reasonable provisions may 
include the designation of freight service 
elevators, where such elevators exist in a 
building, for the use by such tenant, sub¬ 
tenant or person with a bicycle.” The 


need for this bill is clear, as a recent 
Department of City Planning survey 
identified the lack of secure parking as 
the greatest obstacle to bicycle commut¬ 
ing in NYC. 

A representative from the Building 
Owners’ and Managers’ Association of 
greater NY (BOMA) expressed support 
at the press conference introducing the 
bill. However, since then BOM A seems 
to have retreated from active support for 
the bill to a colder neutrality — despite 
the bill being modified to address their 
concerns. When a similar bill was pro¬ 
posed in San Francisco, the West Coast 
BOM A opposed the legislation, but then 
agreed to voluntarily implement the pro¬ 
visions of the legislation. T.A. continues 
to work for the passage of the bill, which 
will be a huge advance for cyclists in 
NYC. 

Write to City Council Speaker Vallone 
and request a hearing for Intro. No. 584. 

Speaker Peter Vallone 
22-45 31st St. 

Astoria, NY 11105 
Fax: 718-726-0357 
vallone@council.nyc.ny.us 



With helmets akimbo, (l-r) Michael Benjiman of Carrions office, Councilmember Adolfo Car¬ 
rion and Michael Skomsky ofBOAiApose at the press conferencefor the Bikes in Buildings Bill 


In Outrageous Move, DOT Junks Safe Plate Rule for Construction Sites 


Back in June 1998, with neither notifi¬ 
cation nor publicity, the City Department 
of Transportation eliminated its own rule 
requiring that steel plates covering street 
excavations be both skid resistant and 
flush with the surrounding street surface. 

At any given time, hundreds if not 
thousands of plates cover gaping holes on 
the avenues and streets most used by 
cyclists. T.A. learned of DOT’s decision 
after complaining about dangerous plates 
on 7th Avenue between 39th and 40th 
Streets. As any city cyclist knows, steel 
plates pose a danger all of the time, espe¬ 
cially in rainy weather. Wet plates, like 
black ice, cause instant bike crashes. 

The DOT’s softening of “Section 2-11 
(e)(10)” of Highway Rules and Regula¬ 
tions is irresponsible and places the bicy¬ 
cling public at grave risk of injury or 
death. The new rule, adopted without any 
safety or cost benefit analysis, puts the 
convenience of the contractors before the 
safety of bicyclists. It is likely that in the 
year ahead a bicyclist will be killed or 



seriously injured as a result of this foolish 

decision. Mayor Giuliani 

Write and ask the mayor to order 
DOT to put safety before the profit and New York, NY 10007 

convenience of street contractors, and 
mandate safer plates. 


Haphazard steel plates create instant bike crash potential. 
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Cycling News II 


11th Hour Improvements for the Brooklyn 

Bridge Promenade 


Construction is set to begin on the Brooklyn 
Bridges Manhattan approach. Fortunately, the 
DOT has adopted some of the safety improve¬ 
ments suggested by Brooklyn traffic planner 
Carolyn Konheim and supported by T. A. 

Konheim, along with former DOT traffic 
calming planner Michael King, and City Coun¬ 
cil member Katherine Freed persuaded the 
DOT to put a fence between cyclists and pedes¬ 
trians at the crosswalk connecting the bridge’s 
promenade to the Municipal Building. The 
fence reduces conflicts and eliminates the need 
for “bike dismount” signs. Additionally, DOT 
agreed to move the crosswalk connecting the 
promenade to City Hall Park substantially 
northward, bringing it more in line with where 
most pedestrians want to walk. 

Unfortunately, the DOT rejected a far superi¬ 
or design developed by a team of Konheim, 
King and former City Planning bicycle specialist 
Jackson Wandres. This talented team proposed a 
bike roundabout centered on a planned decora¬ 
tive bird fountain. The innovative roundabout 
would slow cyclists and direct them to the prop¬ 
er exit/entry points. Additionally, the teams plan 
allowed cyclists to move with, not against, traffic 
flow and safely enter the traffic stream. 

When completed, the DOT’s rebuilding of 
the bridge entrance will close two stairwells on 
the promenade and remove stanchions support¬ 
ing large highway-type signs. 
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DOT Mum on QBB Flyover 

Over the summer, T.A. twice urged the DOT in writing 
to build a fly-over ramp to connect the Queensboro Bridge 
bike path to Second Avenue. Letters sent from T.A. to 
DOT on August 9 and August 20 remain unanswered, as 
does T.A. s verbal request for a fly-over ramp made at a pub¬ 
lic meeting earlier in the year. Instead of addressing T.A. s 
request, the DOT held two meetings with Community 
Board 8 on the issue without informing T.A. DOT’s con¬ 
tempt for the cycling community’s point of view on this crit¬ 
ical East River bicycle crossing is distressing and 
counter-productive. 

T.A. continues to seek a fly-over ramp for the bridge. We 
turn to City Council member Gifford Miller and Manhat¬ 
tan Borough President C. Virginia Fields for their support 
in winning this important cycling improvement. 

Write to City Council Member Gifford Miller and C. 
Virginia Fields and ask them to support the fly-over design. 
Councilman Gifford Miller 
336 E. 73rd St., Suite C 
New York, NY 10021 

Borough President C. Virginia Fields 
Municipal Build. 19th FI. So 
New York, NY 10007 


Subway Bike Parking Boost 

Although New York City Transit rejected Transportation Alter¬ 
natives’ proposal for bicycle parking within the Bedford Avenue L 
train station in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, it has agreed to work with 
T.A. and the Department of Transportation to install on-street 
racks. The goal of the joint venture is to satisfy the high demand for 
bike parking at the Bedford stop. 

The DOT has already responded to this need by installing two 
CityRacks on the sidewalk near the subway station entrance. This 
has eased the bike overload but more racks are needed and there is 
simply not enough space on the current sidewalk. A good parking 
solution is a sidewalk extension with ribbon racks under a bus shel¬ 
ter-type cover, like a design proposed in the Department of City 
Planning’s May bike parking study. Though not as secure as in-sta¬ 
tion parking, it would still be a big improvement over the current 
jumble of bikes locked to railings and dumpsters. The innovative 
parking would also serve as a pilot project, setting the stage for sim¬ 
ilar bicycle parking at other major bike-to-subway stations all over 
the City. 

Applaud the DOT’s and NYC Transit’s support for innovative 
bike parking in Williamsburg, Brooklyn. 

Write to: 

Wilbur Chapman Lawrence Reuter 

Commissioner, NYC DOT President, NYC Transit 
40 Worth St. 370 Jay Street 

New York, NY 10013 Brooklyn, NY 11201 
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Bike Shorts 


T.A. Calls for Q35 Bike Racks 
During Bridge Closure 

The MTA plans a shuttle bus for cyclists and pedestrians 
from March to November during the Marine Parkway Bridge 
reconstruction. Sounds good, but shuttle bus service will be sus¬ 
pended the rest of the year in 1999-2002, leaving the bridge 
inaccessible to walkers and cyclists in the winter months. 

There is an alternative: T.A. has called for bicycle racks on the 
existing Q35 bus, which traverses the bridge year-round. 

Recreational cyclists and pedestrians need uninterrupted 
access to the Marine Parkway Bridge. It connects the Marine 
Park bikeway, the Shore Parkway Greenway and is the only link 
between the Riis Park and Floyd Bennett sections of Gateway 
National Park. This critical link must be maintained during con¬ 
struction. The bicycle racks, such as the ones used on the QBxl 
bus over the Whitestone Bridge, would fill the gap in shuttle 
bus service. At only $600 each, the devices are a cost-effective 
way to get cyclists across the bridge. 

Let MTA Bridges and Tunnels know that it can best serve all 
Marine Parkway Bridge users with racks on the Q35 bus. 

Write to : 

Michael Ascher 

President, MTA Bridges and Tunnels 
10 Columbus Circle 
New York, NY 10019 

MTA Bridges Relents and Hires 
Bike Expert for Study 

How serious is the MTA Bridge and Tunnels about exploring 
bicycle access to its bridges? In May, the agency hired noted 
bridge engineers Amman 8c Whitney and bicycle consultant 
Charles Komanoff to conduct its “Feasibility Study for 
Bicycle Access at TBTA Facilities.” It then followed this 
encouraging move by dismissing Komanoff because of his 
“advocacy” background. (Komanoff is former President of 
T.A.) Strangely, the agency neglected to replace Komanoff 
with another cycling expert. Thus, the agency intended to 
conduct its first bicycle study without a bicycle planner. 

This would not do. During the summer, T.A. and State 
Senator Tom Duane sent a series of withering letters. T.A. 
wrote: “If the goal of the feasibility study is to improve 
bicycle access to MTA Bridges than an advocate’ like Mr. 
Komanoff would likely be more motivated than others to 
identify feasible solutions to that end.” Finally, in Septem¬ 
ber, the MTA quietly hired the respected RBA Group as 
the study’s new bicycle consultant. The bridge study will 
consider improving bicycle access to the Triborough, Throgs 
Neck, Henry Hudson, Marine Parkway and Cross Bay Bridge. 
MTA rules currently ban actually bike riding on all these 
bridges except the Cross Bay. Despite the controversy, T.A. 
hopes the study will produce sensible recommendations for 
encouraging bicycling on these important bridges. 

Write to thank the MTA Bridges for conducting the bicycle study 
and encourage them to move quickly to bring bicycles to its bridges. 
Michael Ascher 

President, MTA Bridges and Tunnels 
10 Columbus Circle 
New York, NY 10019 


T.A. Takes Back Adams Street 
Bike Lane 

Since the Adams Street 
bike lane was installed late 
last year it has rarefy been 
truly “open” because of a 
never-ending stream of ille¬ 
gally parked cars. July 23 was 
a pleasant exception. As part 
of the Give Respect/Get 
Respect campaign, T.A.’s 
Brooklyn Committee kept 
the lane clear for morning 
bicycle commuters. The com¬ 
mittee handed out mock 
summonses to drivers parked 
in the lane. The event got the 

attention of the local papers, . 

, . j « nG just another car in the bike lane at 

the Daily News and the Mar- J 7 „ 7 7 . 

• _ tt , i ^ the Brooklyn Marriott. 

riott Hotel management, J 

which on most days leaves 

cars standing and parked in the lane. The hotel removed them 
for the day and has committed to keeping the lane clear (see 
Letters, pg 26). 

The next Give Respect/ Get Respect event will be Thursday 
October 21 on the Upper West Side. Call or e-mail Susan at 
T.A. for more information (bike@transalt.org). 

Cops Target Broadway and 
Houston for Bike Theft Sting 

Early this summer, several members complained to T.A. of 

rampant bike 
theft from the 
City Racks on 
Broadway just 
north of Houston 
street. T.A. alerted 
Lieutenant Barry 
Goldblatt of the 
6th Precinct’s 
Special Opera¬ 
tions Unit to the 
problem. The 
lieutenant set up 
two sting opera¬ 
tions, which 

unfortunately yielded no arrests. 

Although the bad guys eluded him this time, Goldblatt noted 
that “it is critical that victims of bike theft file police reports so 
that the Department can effectively target areas for similar bike 
sting operations.” Such aggressive responses to thievery are 
encouraging. 

Write to Commissioner Safir at the NYPD and thank him 
for the 6th Precinct’s eagerness to nab bike thieves. 

Howard Safir 
Commissioner, NYPD 
1 Police Plaza 
New York, NY 10038 
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Reclaiming the Streets 


A s the mercury soared this summer, so did NYC traffic levels and residents’ frustrations with car-related ills like speeding, 
fumes and noise, trucks, double parking, idling tour buses, narrow sidewalks and un-crossable streets. Unfortunately, the 
City Department of Transportation has been of little help in dealing with these problems citywide. 

As a result, neighborhood groups have been out in force demanding safer, saner streets, and forcing DOT to take notice of their 
problems. Here are some recent examples of NYC residents and neighborhoods working to reclaim their streets. 



Hell's Kitchen Rallies Against Tour Buses and Traffic 

O . 0 . Neel Scott 

n a ramy August Saturday, more 
than 75 Hell’s Kitchen residents 
turned out at a rally against traffic 
co-sponsored by State Senator Tom Duane 
and Councilmember Christine Quinn. The 
residents came to let Mayor Giuliani and 
the City know that they were fed up with 
the plague of tour buses and commercial 
vehicles that use their neighborhood as a 
virtual parking lot for Midtown Manhat¬ 
tan. These vehicles load and unload pas¬ 
sengers and park in prohibited zones, idle 
incessantly, and spew diesel fumes onto 
neighborhood streets. 

N eighborhood and elected represen¬ 
tatives have met with all three local 
precincts, NYPD’s Traffic 
Enforcement Division, the Department of 
Transportation and Port Authority, but 
have seen no noticeable improvements. 

They are currently attempting to set up an 
interagency task force with Robert Grotell 
of the Mayor’s Office of Transportation to 
work out a set of solutions, and have also Hells Kitchen residents march on 9th Avenue chanting: “We Breathe and We Vote .” 
sent a letter to Mayor Giuliani detailing a 

long list of grievances. At a community precinct meeting in July, T.A. called on City DOT and the Mayor’s Office of Transportation 
to address the neighborhood’s long ignored problems, and to support legislation that would require antique double-decker buses to 
meet emissions standards. 


Bay Ridge Stops Street Widenings 

I n a massive show of discontent, more than 1200 Bay Ridgers turned out at two public hearings in July to oppose a plan to con¬ 
vert 3rd and 5th Avenues in Bay Ridge into one-way thoroughfares and to narrow the sidewalks on 5th Avenue. The plan would 
have meant an increase in speeding and a decrease in pedestrian safety, as leisurely two-way shopping streets were converted into 
high-speed thoroughfares, and already scarce sidewalks were narrowed. Residents were 
also protesting the fact that Community Board 10 had approved the plan in May 
with almost no public notice. It was only after intervention by State Senator 
Vincent Gentile, Assemblywomen Joan Millman and Adele Cohen that 
neighborhood residents could air their views about the proposed plan. 

A round 800 people attended the first hearing. Resident after resi¬ 
dent, as well as local elected officials, spoke vehemently against 
the proposal, with only one speaker in support. After the first 
meeting, T.A. wrote a letter to DOT Commissioner Wilbur Chapman 
urging the Department of Transportation to maintain the existing two- 
way traffic patterns. At the second meeting, attended by approximately 
400 people, Commissioner Chapman, sensing the overwhelming commu¬ 
nity opposition to this half-baked plan, agreed to rescind the one-way plan, 
and also committed to pedestrian improvements for 5th Avenue, including 
more trees, lights, and wider sidewalks. 


“It would hurt 

LOCAL MERCHANTS 
WHO DEPEND ON FOOT 
TRAFFIC - NOT CARS 
WHIZZING BY ON THEIR WAY 
TO SOMEWHERE ELSE ” 

-Bay Ridge Resident 
Florence Sullivan 
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Residents Demand Relief 
from Canal Street Trucks 

O n July 8, more than 100 residents of Tribeca, SoHo, 
and the West Village attended a meeting with officials 
from the Citys Transportation, Planning, and Police 
Departments to discuss the growing truck nightmare on Canal 
Street and in their neighborhoods. Much of the traffic comes 
from trucks headed from Brooklyn or Long Island to New Jer¬ 
sey via the Holland Tunnel as a way of avoiding the costly toll 
on the Verrazano Bridge. Angry residents had a whole shop¬ 
ping list of familiar complaints: fatal dangers to pedestrians 
(especially kids); unhealthy air pollution levels, particularly 
lung-destroying diesel particulates; noise and vibrations from 
trucks barreling along their streets; the non-enforcement of 
rules against oversized trucks; and truck drivers straying from 
approved routes. 

A t the meeting, residents, T.A. and elected officials, 
including Congressman Jerrold Nadler, Councilmem- 
ber Kathryn Freed, Assemblywoman Deborah Glick 
and State Senator Tom Duane, denounced the ever-growing 
Canal Street fiasco and offered a range of solutions, from two- 
way variable-price tolling on the Verrazano Bridge to new reg¬ 
ulations that would limit truck size to a maximum of 33 feet 
(from 55 feet currently) and stepped-up enforcement of truck 
routes and size. Representatives from the City provided few 
answers other than the time honored “were doing the best we 
can” and “we’ll have to wait and see.” T.A. called for an over¬ 
sized trucks crackdown, and has filed for NYPD’s truck 
enforcement statistics under the Freedom of Information Law. 


Morris Park in Arms Over 
Speeders in The Bronx 

esidents of Morris Park have had enough of speeders. 


Monster trucks in SoHo is no exagerration. 


r) e 

Pierce Avenue, which runs from Bronxdale Avenue to 
JL \AVilliamsbridge Road in the east Bronx, passes Einstein 
Hospital, and is a popular shortcut. Residents, along with the 
community board, State Sen. Guy Velella, and City Council- 
woman Madeline Provenzano have sent numerous letters to DOT requesting a stop sign or some kind of speed control device. 
DOT, however, has denied their request, saying that the location doesn’t meet traffic count criteria, and that stop signs are to control 
safety, not speed. 


W hile T.A. agrees that stop signs are not necessarily the solution to excess speed, speed humps and other traffic calming 
devices are often effective in slowing down drivers. T.A. Safe Routes to School Project Coordinator Ellen Cavanagh met 
with community leaders to explain traffic calming solutions. T.A. hopes to explore with DOT and area residents the pos¬ 
sibility of reducing the speed limit on the street and installing traffic calming devices as a way of reining in the area’s dangerous 


9/13/99 Marks 100 Years of Pedestrian Deaths 


On September 13, 1899, Henry Bliss was struck and killed by 
an electric car at the corner of Central Park West and 74th 
Street, thus becoming the first pedestrian in NYC and North 
America killed by automobile. 

Since then, T.A. estimates that 1.5 million New Yorkers have 
been hit by automobiles, and 30,000 killed. In NYC in 1998, 
almost 200 pedestrians were killed by automobiles, and 14,000 
injured. Each day approximately 35 pedestrians are struck by 


autos in NYC, and over half of all traffic fatalities in NYC are 
pedestrians. 

While the number of pedestrian injuries and deaths in New 
York City has been declining in recent years thanks to increased 
police enforcement, we are still behind other world-class cities 
such as London, Paris, Tokyo, and Sydney. Additionally, mid¬ 
year statistics show that NYC pedestrian deaths are once again 
on the rise. 
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DOT Commissioner Supports Safe Routes to School 



Walking school bus shuttles children across the Grand Concourse in the Bronx to 
Our Lady of Refuge - one of the first participating Safe Routes schools. 


In August, DOT Commissioner 
Wilbur Chapman invited The 
Bronx Borough Presidents Office 
and Transportation Alternatives to 
discuss The Bronx Safe Routes to 
School program and how to 
improve coordination with the 
DOT At the meeting, Chapman 
asserted his personal commitment 
to making streets safer for children 
pedestrians and commended the 
Safe Routes program. The meet¬ 
ing also included a discussion of 
the DOTs “Safety City” education 
program for third graders. Dr. 

Illona Lubman, Director of Safety 
Education, and creator of the 
Safety City program, also attended 
the meeting. 

Having seen his own daughter 
struck by a car several years ago, 

Chapman said that he was com¬ 
mitted to doing everything within 
his power to improve child pedes¬ 
trian safety in New York City. He 
told T.A. that, in addition to their work with Safety City, the 
Department of Transportation is planning to install speed 
humps around every elementary school in the next few years. 
Given the number of outstanding requests for speed humps in 
residential neighborhoods, a separate program to install them 
around schools would hopefully free up resources for more resi¬ 
dential traffic calming. 


The Safe Routes to Schools program currently has fully 
developed traffic calming plans for 25 Bronx elementary 
schools. This year, the program continues to expand by adding 
12 more schools who will work with the Safe Routes to School 
program to develop ways to reduce dangerous traffic conditions 
along their routes to school. 


Speed Hump Backlash: 
Staten Island CB’s 
Stymie Speed Humps 

Staten Islanders, tired of cars tearing through their neighbor¬ 
hood streets, have requested more than 200 speed humps from 
community boards in the past year. However, in a bizarre 
instance of something being too popular for its own good, com¬ 
munity boards have begun to reject or waylay requests, arguing 
simultaneously that speed humps slow down traffic too much, 



Speed humps like this could become much rarer on 
Staten Island if community boards have their way. 


and don’t really work. Applicants for speed humps in Staten 
Island now receive a three-page letter from community boards 
outlining all of the needed ‘steps’ to obtaining a speed hump. 
The letter informs the applicant that the DOT must do a site 
visit, survey vehicle speeds, and solicit comments from Commu¬ 
nity Boards, the Fire Department, and the Department of Sani¬ 
tation. Applicants must also submit a petition to the 
Community Boards with names, addresses, and signatures of all 
residents on their block and surrounding streets in favor and 
opposed to speed humps. If those bureaucratic hoops were not 
discouraging enough, the letter goes on to list several untrue 
negative aspects’ of speed humps: that speed humps can cause 
property damage from vibrations, that speed humps may affect 
emergency vehicle response time, and that speed humps divert 
traffic to parallel streets. 

This is unfortunately indicative of the situation that NYC 
residents now face when trying to get speed humps installed in 
their neighborhoods. After a promising couple of years, the 
City’s speed hump program has deteriorated into bureaucracy 
and misinformation. The City now has a waiting list of approxi¬ 
mately 1200 approved speed hump requests, and is building only 
200 a year-almost all around schools. While the prioritization is 
on target, the City needs to commit more resources to speed 
humps, and draw up a uniform, transparent application process 
for all five boroughs, so that neighborhoods that desperately 
need traffic calming devices can get them within the next five 
years. Speed humps work, and NYC needs many more of them. 
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Metropolitan 


New Jersey 


Lautenberg Lunacy 

In a move that sent shudders of disbelief through transportation 
advocates, New Jersey Sen. Frank Lautenberg announced in early 
September that he was seeking to make toll booths on New Jersey 
roads free when traffic backs up at rush hour as a way to usher cars 
through and ease congestion. 

Lautenberg seems to have missed the point of tolling roads entire¬ 
ly. His initiative would provide a major incentive to drive at peak 
hours, exactly when it needs to be discouraged. Lautenberg’s initia¬ 
tive would also completely negate efforts by NJ Turnpike Authori¬ 
ty Director Edward Gross to start congestion relief pricing on the 
turnpike at the next toll increase. 


Westchester 


TZ Study Says Use Tolls to Control Traffic 

A recent study by the NY State Thruway Authority concluded 
that varying tolls between peak and off-peak hours would substan¬ 
tially reduce rush hour congestion on the Tappan Zee Bridge and 
warrants serious consideration. The study also found that half of 
Tappan Zee drivers interviewed “strongly favored” or “somewhat 
favored” congestion pricing, and that many drivers had flexible 
schedules and would consider changing their commuting times 
based on toll costs. 


New York 


Highway Sign Boondoggle 

The NYSDOT, MTA and Port Authority are planning to spend 
$200 million over the next five years on a system of so-called 
smart’ variable message signs on highways in NYC to notify 


motorists of traffic jams. This is futile, say transportation advocates 
and the Daily News editorial page, because drivers can already 
glean this information from radio reports, and NYC has few paral¬ 
lel alternate routes that drivers can take. The signs betray another 
example of the City’s huge bias towards drivers: while DOT and 
MTA will provide motorists with $200 million of unneeded info, 
NYC’s straphangers will be once again left in the dark, with a vir¬ 
tually non-existent information system. In comparison, total 
spending over the same five-year period on bicycling, walking, and 
traffic calming in NYC will be about $65 million. 


Transit 


How About Them Subways? 

The Straphangers Campaign released its annual State of the Sub¬ 
ways report in July, ranking the A, B and M lines as the worst in 
the city, and the 7 as the best. Subway lines were rated on six crite¬ 
ria: amount of service, breakdown rate, chance of getting a seat, 
percentage of trains arriving at regular intervals, adequacy of in-car 
announcements, and cleanliness. Compared to 1998, subway rat¬ 
ings grew worse on 9 lines, improved on 3, and stayed the same on 
seven, www.straphangers.org 


Long Island 


State Funds L.l. Traffic Calming 

In June, Governor Pataki and NY State Transportation Commis¬ 
sioner Joe Boardman announced a new traffic calming program to 
fund pedestrian safety projects on Long Island. NYSDOT will 
solicit proposals from cities and towns early next year. The fund 
will provide $3 million dollars in its first year. 

Metropolitan is compiled from the Tri-State Transportation 
Campaigns weekly publication, Mobilizing the Region; www.tstc.org 



Police Gridlock Patrol 

As traffic levels in NYC rise to all-time highs, poli 
launched several campaigns aimed at reducing traffic conges¬ 
tion, among them the ‘Don’t Block the Box’ campaign begun 
in August to crack down on cars blocking intersections; and 
October’s ‘Operation Move Along,’ which targets double- 
parking. While T.A. supports strong enforcement of traffic 
laws, the simple fact is that there are too many cars in the city. 

Drivers may be a little wary of entering the box or double 
parking because of these recent campaigns, but the number of 
cars in the city will not decrease. The Mayor and City need to 
look beyond one-dimensional traffic flow solutions and work 
to discourage driving in NYC. 

Steps that make a real dent in traffic and traffic safety 
include: 

•Reduce cab-caused snarls by creating more cab stands in 
Midtown, designating curb space at corners as ‘taxi stops’ 
and requiring cabs to load and unload only at these stops. 

•Give buses greater street priority by expanding exclusive bus 
lanes and enforcing existing lanes. 

•Charge more for on-street parking in Manhattan, especially 
in the Central Business District. 

•Replace parking permits for municipal employees with a 
‘cash-out’ parking program in which city employees receive a 
travel stipend that can be used for either transit or parking. 

•Institute tolls on all bridges and tunnels entering Manhattan that would vary depending on the time of day. 


S.E. Soons 


Typical scene: drivers block not only the box but a good chunk of the crosswalk too. 
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Pressure Points 


Giant Five Year Transit Plan Spurs 
Debate Over New Subway & Rail Lines 


In October, the Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
(MTA) proposed a mammoth $17.5 billion five-year spending 
plan. The plan has spurred an exciting, high-profile debate over 
the future of the city’s transit system. Indeed, the very public 
arguments over transit stand in healthy contrast to the secretive 
decision making for road and bridge spending which includes 
funding for bicycles, pedestrians and traffic calming. 

The MTA plan’s core controversy is a new Second Avenue 
subway line, which the MTA proposes building between 125th 
and 63rd Streets. Transit, environmental and business groups, 
including T.A., support a full-length Second Ave. subway termi¬ 
nating in the financial district. The need for the full-length sub¬ 
way is obvious since the MTA plans to build a $1.5 billion 
connection between the Long Island Railroad and Grand Cen¬ 
tral Station that will pour thousands of additional passengers 
onto the East Side’s already jammed Lexington line. 

Over the winter, the transit capital plan will enter the high- 
stakes political arena of the governor and state legislature and 
will likely be modified. Key questions remain about where the 
money is coming from and whether the plan will trigger a fare 
hike. Unfortunately, the trend since George Pataki became gov¬ 


ernor has been to reduce state support 
for transit and shift the burden to rid- 


U 


me, 


iqhtstf 




connect 

Antral 


l ec °ndAv 


■ build } 


Whatever is ultimately decided, 
the elevation of the long moribund 
Second Avenue subway project to 
the front burner of the transit plan 
is a big victory for transit advo¬ 
cates. Propelling this stunning 
turnabout is the Empire State 
Transportation Alliance, a pow¬ 
erful new coalition of transit 
advocates, environmental, business 
and labor groups brought together by Bob Yaro of 
the Regional Plan Association and Elliot Sander of the Council 
on Transportation. Many advocates recommend that the mayor 
put the City’s transit funds toward the Second Ave. line instead 
of a proposed subway connection to LaGuardia Airport. They 
note that the far higher ridership points to the benefit of spend¬ 
ing funds on this line rather than on the airport connector. 


n 
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A Shining Star of Public Input Goes to Black Hole 

From 1993 to 1998, the selection of projects for Federal Enhance¬ 
ment funds in NYC was a model of public participation. T.A., civic 
groups and the borough presidents sent representatives to committees 
that examined proposals from city and state agencies. By hearing the 
public as well as transportation agencies, the process resulted fresh 
perspectives and an excellent roster of projects. The process also owed 
its success to superb staff work by the NYC office of the State DOT. 

Thus, T. A. and environmental and civic groups were bitterly disap¬ 
pointed to see the Governor and upstate interests destroy this model 
process with the collusion of the NYC Department of City Planning. 
T.A., other public interest groups and the downstate offices of the 
State DOT all attempted to preserve the process. However, our 
efforts failed, undercut by an absence of help from federal watchdogs 
and the efforts of NYC bureaucrats to shut out the public. 

Were back to square one. T.A. and the Borough Presidents now 
have no voice on which projects are picked. Pouring salt into this 
wound, the new process permits the public to comment only after the 
state has made its choices. If that is not enough, project rankings will 
be unavailable until a public hearing— making the public comment 
on rankings they’ve barely seen. In the category of giant steps back in 
public inclusion in transportation planning, NY’s Transportation 
Enhancements gets the grand prize. 

Write and demand that the Federal Government do something 
about this abysmal retreat from the spirit of strong public participa¬ 
tion required by transportation law. 

Kenneth R. Wykle 
Federal Highways Administration 
400 Seventh Street SW 
Washington D.C. 20590 



Until this year, the Transportation Enhancements program in 
NYC was a heartening exception to the secrecy that determines the 
spending of billions in transportation dollars. While federal 
Enhancement funding totals a paltry $6.5 million a year in the NYC 
area (less than $1 in every $200 spent regionally) it funds many bicy¬ 
cle and pedestrian improvements and other innovative projects. 


The Bronx Borough President's office has appliedfor $1.85 million 
in Transportation Enhancements to traffic calm streets 
around Bronx elementary schools. 

Here, students at PS. 330 celebrate their new speed hump. 
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Freedom of Assembly 
Threatened in City’s Parks 

In August, the Parks Department announced that it would 
begin enforcing a little-known 1989 rule regulating City park 
users. The rule demands that groups of 20 people or more apply 
for a permit 30 days in advance, and pay a fee of $25. This rule 
would make gatherings like spontaneous traffic calming rides in 
Central or Prospect Park punishable by a $50 fine. 

Commissioner Stern and Mayor Giuliani say that the rule is to 
protect the Citys parks from damage from large groups, and to 
track who is using the parks. However, parks and free speech 
advocates have condemned the rule as a bureaucratic infringement 
on their right to freely assemble, and an affront to the fundamen¬ 
tal function of parks as social and community centers. At a rau¬ 
cous public hearing on Sept. 22, Transportation 
Alternatives-along with the ACLU, the Neighborhood Open 
Space Coalition, the Parks Council and numerous concerned citi- 
zens-testified against the 20 person permit rule. No one spoke in 
favor of it. 

Write Commissioner Stern and let him know that you want 
the Parks Department to nullify the 20 person permit rule. 

Commissioner Henry J. Stern 
City of New York Parks and Recreation 
The Arsenal, Central Park 
New York, NY 10021 



Spontaneous traffic calming rides like this one would require $25 
and a 30 day wait for a permit. 


Weekday Car-Free Park Hours 
End in Prospect & Central Parks 

Unfortunately, November also marks the month when Cen¬ 
tral Park and Prospect Park lose their weekday car-free hours. In 
Central Park, there are no weekday car-free hours from the 
Monday after Thanksgiving until Jan. 1. After the first of the 
year, weekday car-free hours are 10am-3pm and 7pm-10pm. In 
Prospect Park, there are no weekday car-free hours from Nov. 1 
until April 1. After April 1, weekday car-free hours are from 
9am-5pm and 7pm-10pm. Both parks are closed to cars on 
weekends and holidays. 

It’s time to end these seasonal restrictions. Weekday users of 
the parks tend to be year-round users, and it is pointless to have 
car-free hours at some times of the year, but not at others. This 
summer, thanks to T.A.’s Brooklyn Committee, car-free hours 
were extended in Prospect Park, with no ill effects. At the mini¬ 
mum, Central Park should get the same weekday summer hours 
as Prospect Park, and these hours should be instituted year- 
round. And T.A.’s Car-Free Central Park and Prospect Park 
campaigns are still continuing the long fight to make both parks 
car-free all of the time. 

Save the Date: 

100 Years of Cars in Central Park 

On November 13th 1899, the first official permit was issued to operate a car on 
Central Park’s loop drive. Since then, cars have had their run of the place, contrary to the 
intention of the park’s creators, Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux. 

Join T.A.’s Car-Free Central Park Committee on November 13th 1999, at 11am, on 
the Loop Drive across from Tavern on the Green, as we call for an end to the century- 
long intrusion of cars into America’s greatest urban park. For more information, or to 
find out how you can help, call Neel Scott at 212-629-8080/ped@transalt.org. 


Car-Free Central Park Runs All 
Marathon Week 

Once again, the loop drive in Central Park will be closed to 
cars during NYC Marathon Week Nov. 6-14. Every year the 
drive is closed for a week or more, but despite repeated requests 
from T.A., City DOT has never investigated or documented the 
effects on traffic in the surrounding areas. Could it be that there 
are no apparent ill effects-strong evidence in support of the two- 
month car-free trial that T. A. has long advocated? 

Write to DOT and ask them to study the effects of the clo¬ 
sure of the loop drive during NYC Marathon Week on traffic. 
Commission Wilbur Chapman 
NYC Department of Transportation 
40 Worth Street 
New York, NY 10013 
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100 miles not enough? 
End the day with a ride on 
the Central Park Carousel. 




Our biggest ride ever! 



ummy copy always pro¬ 
vides encouragement to 
cyclists and would-be 
cyclists. T.A. put our entire 
staff and tens of volunteers on the streets at 15 
to listen to your concerns and publicize the benefits of cycling 
at we heard was that people need secure parking - both on- 
'yclists also want safe places to ride, and bike lanes that are 
uble-parked cars. No surprises there, but this year's big plus 
;s to Sergeant Danaher of the Manhattan Traffic Task Force 
:lists were joined by bike officers. The police bike unit was a 
on to Bike Week and created a rare sense of camaraderie 
s and their civilian counterparts. T.A. is applying for Federal 
unds with the hope we can make Bike Week bigger, better and 
'hanks to all for participating and making Bike Week '99 a suc¬ 


cess - here's to an even better Bike Week 2000. 

Special dummy copy to . . . all of the loyal, hardworking T.A. volunteers, with 
special thanks to Volunteer Bike Week j 
Coordinator Ruth Rosenthal, whose 
tremendous efforts made Bike Week | 

'99 go down as smoothly as a cool, 
creamy Frappuccino; and our sponsors | 

. . . Starbucks, Krispy Kreme, Pick-a- 
Bagel on 57 th Street, New York 
Greenmarkets, Paragon Sporting 
Goods and Brooklyn Brewery; and our | 
friends . . . Five Borough Bike Club, 

TIME'S UP!, Bicycle Habitat, Weekday Cyclists, and the NYC Department of 
Transportation for safety flashers and vests NYC Department of City Planning 




jgj 




patagonia 



Photos by Ken Zirkel, Sharon Soons, Clarence Eckerson, Malcolm Matusky, Ken Southerland, others. 














Here they come to save the day... 
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In addition to helping before the ride, 
David was also at Central Park at 4 am, 
rode as a marshal and was the last one 
out after unpacking the truck back at T.A. 
after 9 pm. 


Thanks to everyone who helped before, during and 
after the NYC Century, including route markers 
(Clarence, John H., Ross, John W., Demetri, Joseph, 
James, Rich G. and the Bronx crew, and Amy) rest 
stop captains (Ken & Karen, Carter, Ken C., Matt, 
Jeff, and Steve) and volunteers, riding marshals (too 
many to name here — you know who you are!) — 
especially folks who directed cycle and car traffic, 
Ruth & Michael Rosenthal and the Central Parks vol¬ 
unteer team, all our medical, police, parks and DOT 
supporters, and last but not least, Wildlife Conser¬ 
vation Society folks Angie, Susann, Dominique, 
Tom, and Bob. Thanks all for making a difference 
and contributing to a great celebration of city 


Eddie Melendez 

A veteran Century marshal and cheerful 
3:30 am volunteer who did just about 
every job there was that morning. 


Patrick Cherilus 


Chipper Andrew was a marshal sweep but 
also spent many hours in Prospect Park, 
sending the longer route riders out of the 
Park and the 35’ers on to the zoo rest 


David Wismer 


Andrew McConnell 


Patrick was to marshal, but an injury kept him at 
Central Park where he worked the entire day — 
helping at various stations, taking pictures, and 
charming everyone. “It’s nice to volunteer to 
help pull those on the fence deeper into 
cycling.” 


Robert Eberwein 

Robert put in many hours at the office, and 
spent his Saturday out on the Tri-Boro 
Bridge picking up mounds of glass. “I’ve 
always been a bit obsessive...and T.A. 
allows me to direct those energies to pro- 


John Henderson 


Standing at the Bridge directing cyclists 
for 4 hours is no easy feat! “This is one of 
only two cyclings events I truly look for¬ 
ward to all 


stop. 
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Adam D. White, Esq. 

305 BROADWAY, SUITE 1101 

(BETWEEN DUANE AND THOMAS) 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 

212-577-9710 

adamlaw@earthlink.net 
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Calendar 


Keep up with our calendar on the web: www.transalt.org/calendar 


T.B.A. T.A. Spot Check Bike Counts. Call Susan atT.A. to volunteer: 212- 

629-8080/bike@transalt.org 

Monthly Car-Free Central Park Committee Meetings. Call T.A. for info: 

212-629-8080. 

Sun. 17 10 & 10:45 am starts. Tour de Bronx. It's fun! It's 

scenic! It's free! See Rides page. 718-590-BRONX 

Wed. 20 7 pm T.A. Bronx Chapter Meeting. Williamsbridge Oval. 
Call Rich for info: 718-653-2203 

Thu. 21 6 pm Give/Get Respect Direct Action. Upper West Side 
Location TBA Call T.A. 212-629-8080 

Tue. 26 6-8 pm Auto-Free NY Meeting "The Case for an Auto-Free 
42nd Street with Light Rail Transit," Rox¬ 
anne Warren, Architect. T.A. Office. 212- 
475-3394 or geohaikalis@juno.com 

Wed. 27 6 pm Volunteer Night atT.A. Retreat to 
the 12th floor penthouse that is 
T.A. 


Wed. 8 6 pm 


Wed. 10 6 pm Volunteer Night atT.A. 

The perfect holiday warm 
up: test your bad jokes on 
us first. 

Bike coordinator Sue Boyle and a man in 
blue. Join us for Give-Get Respect on 1 0/2 1. 



Wed. 10 6:30 pm T.A. Brooklyn Committee Meeting. Location t.b.a. 
Call Alan for info: 718-625-7734 

Thu. 11 7 pm T.A. Bronx Chapter Meeting. Williamsbridge Oval. 
Call Rich for into: 718-653-2203 

Sat. 13 11am 100 Years of Automobiles in Central Par Action. At 
Central Park, Loop Drive across from Tavern on the 
Green. See pg. 15 for more or call T.A. 212-629- 
8080. 

Tue. 22 6-8 pm Auto-Free NY Meeting. T.A. Office. Speaker TBA 
212-475-3394 or geohaikalis@juno.com 


TBA: Annual T.A. Holiday Party. Watch your mail for your invite to this 
festive, fun and award-filled evening. 


Volunteer Night at T.A. Take a break 
from holiday card mailing and mail with 
us! 


Wed. 8 6:30 pm 


Tue. 14 6-8 pm 


T.A. Brooklyn Committee 
Meeting. Location TBA Call 
Alan for info: 718-625-7734 

Auto-Free NY Meeting. T.A. 
Office. Speaker TBA Call 
George for info: 212-475-3394 
or geohaikalis@juno.com. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Clean Air-Truck Safety Rally 

Thursday, October 21,5:30 pm 
Corner of Broome & Lafayette Streets in Manhattan 

Calling all activists and citizens concerned with the mounting problem of illegal tractor trailers in the City. Interstate tractor trailers over 55 feet in length are prohibit¬ 
ed by law from entering NYC. Yet thousands of these menacing vehicles use our crowded streets daily. The SoHo community is among the hardest hit being situated 
between the East River Bridges and the Holland Tunnel. Our efforts have achieved some enforcement but our goal is Zero Tolerance for these monstrous, diesel-spew¬ 
ing rigs. Help us put street safety and air quality onto the agenda for the upcoming elections. Join our protest so we can put our demands forth publicly: 


r NY 


•Dedicated NYPD weight and length enforcement at the Williamsburg & Manhattan Bridges and all crossings into our City. 

•For the DOT to post signs as required by law at all access points to the City, warning trucks of NYC length and weight restrictions. 

•Passage of legislation introduced by Councilmember Kathryn Freed that would ban all trucks over 33 feet from the City. 

•A sane alternative, including increased recycling, to the Mayor's Interim Waste Management proposal which will put thousands more 

diesel spewing trucks onto NYC streets daily. | or more information Call TrOOS NOt TrUCkS at 212-343-2881. 

Trees Not Trucks is a member of the Neighborhood Streets Network 

Funding for this ad was provided by the Puffin Foundation Ltd. 
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Commuter of the Month 

Preston B. Price 

Occupation: Assistant manager at Patagonia in SoHo. 

Commute: 40 minutes from Astoria across Queensboro Bridge, 
down Second Ave. across Houston. 

Bike: 1991 Specialized Rockhopper, safety flasher on back. 

Attire: Black helmet, padded riding tights, bright orange wind- 
breaker or Patagonia “capilene” t-shirt. 

How Long Commuting: One year in NYC. Before that three 
years in Atlanta - where I had a 35 minute ride. 

Why did you start riding to work: I was lucky to have a shower 
at the Patagonia store I worked at in Atlanta. I couldn’t pass up 
the chance to ride every day. It’s fun and good exercise, plus let’s 
not forget, good for the environment. I’ve ridden bikes all my 
life. I rode my bike to school in elementary school and junior 
high. Though, riding became uncool some time in high school. 
But, I started riding again in college to get around campus. 

Riding in NYC: Compared to Atlanta, Chicago, LA and San 
Francisco, New York is the best place to ride. But the exposure 
to pollution scares me. 

Parking at Work: There are bike racks in the store for employees 
that can park 8 bikes. 

Response of coworkers: Most of them ride too. So it seems 
pretty normal to them. 

Favorite thing about biking to work in NYC: The experience of 
the ride itself. The fun of riding in and out of traffic. 

Memorable Experience: Seeing a woman in an all-white dress 
riding on Park Ave. The wind was blowing through her clothes 



and she looked like an angel on wheels. 

Advice: Be simultaneously aggressive and defensive while you 
ride. Wear your helmet. Mine saved my life. 



Accident? 

2-wheels —No insurance 
4-wheels —> Yes Insurance 

GUILLERMO A. GLEIZER 

Biker’s Lawyer 

80 Wall Street, Suite 615 (212) 635-0233 

New York, NY 10005 Fax (212) 363-7437 
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Paul Sullivan 1955-1999 


In late August the NYC cycling 
world lost a beloved figure when Paul 
Sullivan lost a long time battle with 
diabetes. 

Paul may have been best known for 
directing the Five Boro Bike Tour for 
many years, but over the years he was 
involved in countless other projects 
and mass cycling events. Paul was 
also a dedicated leader and board 
member of the Five Boro Bicycle 
Club and a longtime American Youth 
Hostels member. He also served on 
numerous advisory panels dealing 
with cycling issues. 

Pauls energetic love for cycling and 
cyclists inspired hundreds of people 


who knew him and 
worked with him.. His 
calm and sensible ways 
and gentle humor greatly 
benefited area cyclists. 
Annual cycling events 
using such water cross¬ 
ings as the Lincoln Tun¬ 
nel, Verrazano Narrows 
Bridge and the Tappan 
Zee Bridge are examples 
of Pauls vision not being 
limited by our auto-cen¬ 
tric world. 

He will be sorely 
missed by the New York 
City cycling community. 


Paul at the opening of the Rockaway-Gateway Greenway in June 1998 



Bike Stations Popping Up All 
Over (Except In NYC) 

According to the NYC Department of City Plan¬ 
ning’s 1999 Bicycle Survey, most recreational club 
cyclists would commute by bike if secure bicycle park¬ 
ing was available. New York is not alone, large cities 
across the country are discovering that a lack of secure 
parking is the greatest hindrance to bike commuting. In 
an effort to remove this obstacle, Chicago, Denver, 
Pittsburgh and Seattle intend to install Bike Stations. 
Following the successful examples set by Bike Stations 
in Long Beach and Palo Alto, California, Chicago has 
requested $950,000 in federal funds for a Bike Station. 

Bike Stations, at a minimum, provide supervised, 
secure, short-term or overnight bike parking. Often the 
stations also include amenities like shower and change 
facilities, coffee and snack stands, bike repair stations, 
bicycle rental concessions and merchandise sales. The 
bicycle parking is free and typically subsidized by the 
other retail services. 

Unfortunately NYC is not creating Bike Stations, 
despite the Department of City Planning proposal that 
Bike Stations be installed at locations such as the 
World Trade Center, the corner of Wall Street and 
South Street, Union Square (southeast corner), Grand 
Central Station, Penn Station and Port Authority Bus 
Terminal. 


B~il<~e Show 

Alan Lowe's The Bike Show is now on every other Tuesday 
niqht at 10pm in Manhattan. Featurinq stories about 
cycling, bike advocacy; and racing as well as bike-related 
features and news on upcoming events. 

Now including contributions by T.A. members! 

Manhattan Cable Access Channels: 

67 Time Warner & 110 RCN 

Save these Tuesdays @10pm: 

10/19,11/2,11/16,11/30,12/14,12/28. 

Featuring footage of the NYC Century on Oct 19th 


Jo Ann Ellison, Esq., 

Attorney at Law G fellow cyclist 


Practicing in the areas of: 

►Bicycle Accidents ►Personal Injury 
►Real Estate ►Corporations 

►Wills ►Contracts 

▲Free consultations 


212 - 260-8009 


October/November 1999 TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES 21 






















Sun Oct 17. Bronx. Tour de Bronx '99. Co-hosted by 
T.A. and others. The ride is free, all bikes welcome. 
25 & 40 mi. routes. Check in @ 10 am, Metro North 
Botanical Garden Station; @ 10:45 am, Bronx Coun¬ 
ty Bldg, 161st and the Grand Concourse. Call 718- 
590-BRONX for more information. 

Sun Oct 17. Nyack. Ride a quick up and back via 
501, 340 and 303, with a stop in town for a snack. 
Fast pace, 50 mi. Road bikes only unless you're very 
good with a mountain bike. Meet @ 9 am, the Big 
Rock, north & opposite Central Park Boathouse. 
Fast n' Fab. Co-listed with the New York Cycle Club. 
Ride Leader: Bob, 212-567-7160 or bob@nylink.com. 
Sat Oct 23. Ft. Totten. Visit Army remnants in Bay- 
side. Jack Fein, a war veteran who was featured in 
the NY Times, might take us on a guided tour. 25-30 
mi., mostly flat. Meet @ 9:30 am, Kew Gardens. 
5BBC. Helmet & Photo ID req'd. 

Sun Oct 24. Tarrytown. Ride up Route 9 along the 
Hudson to Tarrytown, with river views along the way. 
We'll stop in town for a takeout lunch and chow 
down at a scenic spot. Moderate pace, approx 50 mi. 
Road bikes only, please. Meet @ 9 am at the Big 
Rock, north and opposite Central Park Boathouse. 
Fast n' Fab. Ride leader: Paulette, 718-293-0885. 
Fri-Sun Oct 29-31. Shenandoah Fall Foliage Bike 
Festival. Augusta County, boasts some of the best 
country cycling roads in Virginia. Scenic vistas, 
farms and gently rolling countryside. Short and long 
distance, on-road and off-road routes are available. 
Bicycling Education Assoc. $. To register call 757- 
229-0507/ www.bikevirginia.org 
Fri Oct 29. Moonlight Halloween Ride- Wear a cos¬ 
tume for a special H'ween Moonlight ride through 
Central Park. Totally safe. Bike guides in front & 
rear. Time's Up! Meet @ 10 pm, Columbus Circle. 
212.802.8222. 

Sun Oct 31. Cemetery Ride. Spend Halloween in a 
more restful setting. Scenic ride follows the belt of 
cemeteries through southern Queens. Lunch at Hilltop 


diner. Bring lock, $ for lunch. 33 mi., some hills. Meet @ 
10 am, Plaza Hotel, 59th & 5th. 5BBC. Helmets requ'd. 
Sun Oct 31. Sleepy Hollow Halloween Ride. Join 
Hal of Bicycle Habitat for a ride to that famous 
place. 70 mi. round trip; bring train pass for bail out 
option to Metro North. Meet @ 9 am sharp at Habi¬ 
tat, 244 Lafayette St in Soho. 212-431-3315. 

Sun Oct 31. Tour of Sleepy Hollow, the town made 
legendary by Washington Irving's tale of poor Icha- 
bod Crane's encounter with a headless horseman. 
75 mi. round-trip; fast pace. Road bikes only please. 
Meet @ the Big Rock, north and opposite Central 
Park Boating House. Fast n' Fab. Ride Leaders: 
Shawn and Magda, 212-569-6340 or mot3@colum- 
bia.edu. 

Thur Nov 4. A fun mass ride throughout the streets. 
Meet @ 7 pm, Astor Cube. The Wedge/Critical 
Mass. 212-802-8222. 

Fri Nov 26. Moonlight Ride. A fun, relaxing auto- 
free ride through Central Park. Totally safe. Bike 
guides in front & rear. Time's Up!. Meet @ 10 pm, 
Columbus Circle. 212.802.8222. 

Thur Dec 2. A fun mass ride throughout the streets. 
Meet @ 7pm, Astor Cube. The Wedge/Critical 
Mass. 212-802-8222. 

Sat Nov 20 So you love Brooklyn? Well come enjoy 
the eclectic mix of parks, historical sites, interest¬ 
ing architecture and waterfront views as we travel 
Brooklyn's nooks (some secret) and crannies. See 
the Joyride page for more. Meet 9am at Brooklyn 
Boro Hall, Cadman Plaza at Montague Street in 
front of Christopher Columbus statue. 5BBC and 
T.A. (Helmets required!) 

WALKING TOURS 

Sat Oct 23. Harlem Walking Tour. 1-5 pm. Meet @ 
front of 306 Malcolm X Blvd, formerly Lenox Ave, at 
125th St. $10. Radical Walking Tours, 718-492-0069. 
Sat Nov 6. Chelsea-Ladies' Mile Tour. 1-3:30 pm. 
Meet @ front of the Chelsea Hotel, 222 W 23rd St, 


between 7th & 8th Ave. $10. Radical Walking Tours, 
718-492-0069. 


ride resources 

Bad weather cancels most rides. 

Bicycle Touring Club of Northern N.J. 

201-225-1525 

Fast and Fabulous Cycling Club 

Lesbian and gay bike club 
212-567-7160 

Five Boro Bicycle Club 

212-932-2300 x115 

This is only a sample of 5BBC's many rides: helmets must be 
worn on all rides! 

L&M Tourers 

718-601-5332 

New York Cycle Club 

212-828-5711 

North Jersey Mountain Bike Club 

201-291-2332 
Paumonok Bicycle Club 

516-942-2084 

www.bicyclelongisland.org 

The Weekday Cyclist 

e-mail: members@aol.com/trvdyth 
516-942-2084 

Times Up! 

212-802-8222 

skate resources 

Empire Skate Club 212-774-1774 

other resources 

Bicycle Network Development (maps) 

www.ci.nyc.ny.us / 212-442-4640 



The Good Deeds Continue.,. 

On the second and last Wednesday of each month, T.A. becomes a beehive of activity as folks gather for the evening’s event — Volunteer Night! 
It’s usually a big bunch of mailings, but you never know what will happen and who will be there. If it’s nice out, some of us will hit the streets to 
reach out to fellow cyclists. You can count on plenty of snacks and drinks to keep you satiated and hydrated. The topics vary, but there’s never a 
shortage of advice — if you want it of course. 

October 27 6:00 - 6:30 ish pm at T.A. Bikes Welcome! 

November 10 115 W. 30th St, 12th fl. Enter at 125 W. 30th 

December 6 
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Tell the Ramones ... 


With the reconstruction of the Marine Parkway Bridge 
slated to last until the year 2002, the city has cut off the most 
popular route for cyclists to get to the Rockaways. For peds 
and cyclists, there is the promise of a shuttle bus from spring to 
fall to transport them over the bridge (see article on page 2), 
but if you're stubborn like many NYu cyclists you'll still want to 
bike there without assistance. Your only option: using the 
Veterans Memorial Bridge which lies many miles east. 

However, it is a long detour, roughly 10 extra miles each 
way. But fear not-we've got a route that's simple and safe. Clip 
and save for beach trips next year. Note: If you get too tired on 
the way out, you can always take the A train back to the 
mainland. 
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us. Unfortunately, his turn 
sheet is way too long to print, so 


well post it on our web site at www.transalt.org. After 



START: Start at Shore Parkway Greenway @ Brigham Street 
near the Windjammer Hotel in Sheepshead Bay 

0.0 Enter the Shore Parkway Bike Path 

1.2 Cross Flatbush Avenue and continue east on bike path 

(note: this is where you would normally turn right and go 
out to Marine Parkway Bridge) 

6.2 Left over bridge to Pennsylvania Ave. 

7.1 Right on Cozine 

8.2 Left on Crescent 

8.5 Right on Loring, ride through apparent dead end, around 

hump of dirt, becomes 149th Avenue on the other side. 

9.5 Right on 84th Street. 

10.0 Right on Shore Parkway then immediate left and go under 
expressway. 84th Street continues on the other side. 

10.1 Left on 164th Avenue. 

11.3 Right on Cross Bay 
Blvd. Bike lane will 
appear as you 
cross the first 
bridge. Ride bike 
lane until it ends 
(about four long 
miles), then cross 
street (a good deli 
stop right behind 
here too), go 
behind and to the 
left of toll plaza 
and enter the 
ped/bike path of 
the Veterans Mem. 

Bridge. Rock, 

Rock, Rockaway 
Beach. 

Break out the jackets - 
IBs time for cool 
weather riding! 


reading the listing below, how could anyone miss this 
ride? Save the date! 


For urban explorers... 

So you love Brooklyn? Well come enjoy the eclectic mix of 
parks, historical sites, interesting architecture and 
waterfront views. Encompassing the exciting cement of 
South Brooklyn Height, Fort Greene, Gowanus, Clinton Hill, 
Weeksville, Greenpoint, Red Hook, and Vinegar Hill, we'll 
ride through diverse and fascinating communities on this 
mostly flat ride. There will be several stops for sightseeing, 
and riders should pack a lunch or bring lunch money. 
Special note: we'll look closely at little-known Willowtown, 
with its radical (probably illegal) street greening, mid-19th 
Century architecture, and urban ambiance. We II also 

explore aspects of 
the area's street 
design, local 
history, spots of 
interesting urban 
in-fill and a 
pioneering 
example (later 
mutilated by 
expressway 
construction) of 
orgeously 
esigned working- 
class housing. 
Even for the very 
well explored 
Brooklynite, there 
are still loads of 
must-see treats on 
this one! 
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Many local transit companies offer bike access. 
Always call ahead ., and always be courteous. 

Trains 

Amtrak —800-872-7245, www.amtrak.com; bicycles travel only 
in baggage cars. Not all trains offer baggage service/have baggage cars. You 
may put your bike on an earlier train and pick it up when you arrive. Bicycles 
must be boxed, $5 fee each way. Roll-on service (no box needed) at most 
stops on “Vermonter” and “Adirondack” trains — call for reservations. 

Long Island Rail Road —718-558-8228 or www.mta.nyc.ny.us; need permit: 
pick one up at Penn or Grand Central Stations. $5 one-time fee. Collapsible 
bikes ok without permit. Same rules as Metro-North, except summer season 
weekend trains have serious restrictions—see permit for details. 

Metro North —212-532-4900; need permit, pick one up at Grand Central 
Station, window #27. $5 one-time fee. No bikes during rush hours (call for 
times for your station) and on several holidays. Limit 2 bikes per car, 8 per 
train, except special bike trains. Groups of 4 or more must call ahead. Bikes 
ok all weekends. Port Jervis line- get NJ Transit pass. 

New Jersey Transit —973-762-5100; need permit for train, no bikes on buses. 
Permit is free at Penn Station, at Track 10 in Hoboken, or by phone or 
www.njtransit/state.nj.us/bikeperm.htm. Collapsible bikes always permitted. No 
regular bikes during am rush hours to NY and pm rush hours to NJ. No bikes 
on some holidays. Bring two bungee cords to secure bike. 

NY Transit (Subway) —Bikes permitted at all times; be considerate & use 
ends of train cars. A few stations’ gates limit bike exit/entry at times. 

PATH —800-234-PATH/201-216-6247; permit not required.Rush hour 
(into NYC) restrictions. No restrictions weekends and Holidays. 

SEPTA —(Philadelphia)—215-580-7800; Bikes permitted on regional rail, 
Norristown, Market-Frankford, Broad St. lines. Off peak travel only. 

Buses 

Academy —212-971-9054,212-962-1122; serves Jersey Shore. No charge. 
Adirondack/Pine Hill Trailways —800-858-8555; No fee, travels in luggage 
bay if space available, must be boxed or bagged (supply your own) and cannot 
exceed 8”x32”x60”. No guarantee that a connecting carrier will accept it. 
Asbury Park —212-971-9054; No charge, call for restrictions. 


Bikes Aboard 

Bonanza —212-947-1766; national; $3 per bicycle, travels in luggage bay. 

Carey Transport —No bikes. 

Greyhound —800-231-2222; national service. Within NE Corridor same 
rules as Peter Pan. Elsewhere: provide your own box, (or $10), plus $15 fee. 
Hampton Jitney —800-936-0440; serves the Hamptons. $10 per bicycle, 
travels in luggage bay. 

Liberty Lines —No bikes. 

LI Bus —No bikes. 

MTA —718-445-3100; Seasonal on QBx 1 over Whitestone Bridge. 

MartzTrailways —800-233-8604; serves Philadelphia, Poconos. No fee, but 
provide your own box. 

Miami Express —212-781-7954; serves Jacksonville, Orlando, Miami. Col¬ 
lapsible or boxed bikes only, $0.50 per pound. 

Olympia Trails —212-964-6233; No fee, call for details. 

Peter Pan —800-343-9999; No fee, travels in luggage bay, take off front wheel. 
However, be prepared to box your bike and pay, esp. during holidays. 

Red & Tan Lines —No bikes. 

Short Line —800-631-8405; Hudson River Valley. No fee, but now requires 
bikes to be in canvas bag or box. 

Sunrise Coach Lines —516-477-1200; $10 per bike, travels in luggage bay. 
Trailways —800-858-8555; no fee, must provide your own box or bag. 

Ferries 

Delta Water Shuttle —800-933-5935; to LaGuardia Airport. 

Express Navigation — 800-262-8743; $3 fee: Pier 11: Manhattan to High¬ 
lands, NJ; Atlantic Highland, NJ; and Bay Ridge Brooklyn. 

Harbor Shuttle —888-254-RIDE; Bikes OK always, no fee. 

Fire Island Ferries —no bikes on ferries, must use infrequent cargo boat. 
New York Waterways —800-533-3779; Bikes OK always, $1 fee, limit 2 
bikes on most runs. No bikes on Port Imperial- Weehawken and Wall Street. 
New York Fast Ferry —800-NYF-NYFF; Bikes OK always, no fee. 

NY Water Taxi —no bikes allowed. 

Staten Island Ferry —718-815-BOAT; no extra charge, enter on Lower Level. 


BICYCLE HABITAT 

Get Your Wheels Done hy Habo's Expert Wheel Builders! 


10 % OFF 

ANY PURCHASE! 
plus your T.A. discount! 


•you must present this ad—no copies! 

•<excludes new hikes 

Oct 31st HABOS SLEEPY HOLLOW RIDE 

Leaves 9am—see rides page 
Bike repair classes In session! Call us! 



244 Lafayette Street 
b/w Spring & Prince NYC 
212-431-3315 


NEW YORK'S BEST BIKE SHOP" - NEW YORK MAGAZINE 


WWW.BICYCLEHABITAT.COM 


CYCLING 

ACCIDENT 



All Personal Injury and Accidents 

Trial Attorney/Cyclist 

"...a bike-savvy lawyer" 

— Mountain Bike magazine, May 1998 

Protecting the Rights 
of Injured Cyclists 

Law Offices of 

Robert S. Fader 

T800-796-5657 cyclelaw@aol.com 
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Shop Directory 


Visit Your Local Bike Shop! 

Thanks to all the shops below who support T. A. by offering our members a discount on purchases. Letters 
following store names indicate which items are discounted. Be sure to bring your T.A. membership card. 


A: Accessories 
B: Bicycles 
C: Clothing 
P: Parts 
R: Repairs 
S: Skates 
X: Bike Rentals 
*: No Discount on 
Sale Items 


MANHATTAN 

A Bicycle Shop 10% ACRP 349 W 14 St 
ANewGen Bikes *10% ABCR 832 9 Av 
Bicycle Habitat 81/4% ACR 244 Lafayette 
Bicycle Renaissance 8% ACRP 430 Columbus 
Bikeworks *10% PBX 106 Ridge St. 

Canal St Metro 10% ACPR 417 Canal 
City Bicycles *10% ACPRB 508 9th Ave 
C n' C Bicycle Works 8% ABCPRS 1101 1 Av 
Conrad's Bike Shop 8% ACRP 25 Tudor City PI 
Different Spokes 8% ACP 240 7 Av 
Emey's Bike Shop 10% ABS 141 E 17 St 
Frank's Bike Shop 10% APR 553 Grand St 
Gotham Bike Shop 10% ACPR 116 W Broadway 
Larry & Jeff's *10% ACPR 1690 2nd Av 
Larry & Jeff's *10% ACPR 3rd Av b/w 79th & 80th 
Manhattan Bicycles *10% ABCPR 791 9th Ave. 
Metro Bicycle Store *10% ACPR 1311 Lexngtn Av 
14 St Metro Bikes *10% ACPR 332 E 14 St 
Midtown Bicycle *10% ACPR 360 W 47 St 
New York Cyclist *10% ACPR 300 W 110 St 
96 St Metro Bikes *10% ACPR 231 W 96 St 
Scandinavian Ski & Sport *10% ACP 40 W 57 St 
Sid's Bike Shop *8% ABCPR 235 E 34 St 
Sixth Ave Bicycles *10% ACPR 546 6 Av 
Toga Bike Shop 10% ACPR 110 West End Av 
Tread Bike Shop *10% ACPR 225 Dyckman St. 
Victor's Bike Repair 8% ABR 4125 Broadway 
Village Wheels *10% ABCPRS 63 E 8 St 

BROOKLYN 

Ace Cycles 10% ABCPR 1116 Coretelyou Rd 
Arnold's Bicycles 10% ACPR 4220 8 Av 
Bath Beach Cycles 10% ABCPR 2156 Bath Av 


Bay Ridge Bike 10% ACPRS 8916 3Av 
Bicycle Land 10% ACR 424 Coney Island Av 
The Bike Shop 10% ACPR 240 Smith St 
Brooklyn Bicycle Center10% ABCPR 715 Coney Isl.Av 
Brooklyn Heights Bike 10% ACPR 278 Atlantic Av 
Dixon's *8% ABCPR 792 Union St 
Dyker Bike Store 8% ACPR 1412 86 St 
Ferrara Cycle 8% ABCPRS 6304 20 Av 
Larry's Cycle Shop 5% ABCPRS 1854 Flatbush Av 
On The Move 10% ACPS 400 7 Av 
P & H Bike 10% ABCPRS 1819 Coney Island Av 
Park Slope Cycles 10% ACPR 256 Flatbush Av 
R & A Cycles 10% ACP 105 5 Av 
Roy's Sheepshead 10% ACP 2679 Coney Island Av 
Sizzling Bicycles 8% ACPSRX 3100 Ocean Pkwy 
Verrazano Bicycle Shop 10% ACPR 8717 3rd Ave 

BRONX 

Bronx Bicycle Discount *10% ACPR 912 E.Gun Hill Rd 
Eddie's Cycle 5% A10% P 2035 Grand Concourse 
Neighborhood Cycle 10% ABCPR 571 CourtlandtAv 
Sid's Bike Shop 8% ACPRS 215 W 230 St 
Westchester Bike 10% ABCPRS 2611 Westchester 

QUEENS 

Astoria Bicycle 8% ABCPR 35-01 23 Av 
Bellitte Bicycle *10%ABCPR 169-20 Jamaica Av 
Bicycle Barn 8% R 107-34 Springfield Blvd 
Bike Stop 8% ACPRS 37-19 28 Av 
Bill's Cycles 10% 63-24 Roosevelt Av 
Bill's Ozone Park 15%AP 10%B 108th St & Liberty 
Buddy's 10% ACPR 79-30 Parsons Blvd 
Cigi Bicycle Shop 10% C 42-20 111 St 


Cigi I1 10% C 91-07 37 Av 
Grand Bicycle Center 10% BR 70-13 Grand Av 
Gray's Bicycles 8% ABCPR 82-34 Lefferts Blvd 
Labee Bicycles 10% ABP 159-01 Northern Blvd. 
Queens Discount Bike *10% ACPR 92-64 Queens Blvd 

LONG ISLAND 

Bikehampton *10%AP 36 Main St., Sag Harbor 
South Shore Bicycles *10% ACP 1065-67 B'way, Woodmere 
Valley Stream Bike 10% ACPR 95 E Merrick Rd 


WESTCHESTER 

Danny's Cycles *10% ACPX (Scarsdale) 644 Central Av 
Pelham Bicycle Center 15% APC 109 Wolfs Ln 


NEW JERSEY 

Academy 10% ABCPS (Palisades Park) 54 Grand Av 
Amber Cyclery 10% ACPR (Teaneck) 764 Palisade Av 
Bikemasters 10% ABCPR (Engelwood)l 1 Bennett Rd 
Bike Shop 10% ACP (Saddlebrook) 108 Rt 46 
Bikeworks *10%ACP (Rochelle Park) 383 Rochelle Av 
Clifton Speed 10% ABCPRS (Clifton) 1074 Main Av 
Cranford Bike *10% ABCPRS (Cranford) 103 N Union 
Marty Reliable 10% ACP (Morristown) 173 Speedwell 
RG's Bicycle 10% CP (Bayonne) 890 Bway 
Rte 15 Bike 10% ABCPRS (L. Hopatcong) State Hwy 15 
Somerville Cyclery *15% ACP (Somerville) 34 E Main St 
Strictly Bicycles 10% ARCP (Fort Lee) 521 Main St 
S.D.S. Bicycle Shops *10% ABCPR (Jersey City) 351 
Palisade Ave & (Cliffside Park) 674 Anderson Ave 
Tenafly Bike Workshop 10% ACPR 175 Country Rd 
Shops interested in joining the program should 
contact Cassie at T.A.:212-629-8080. 


What's your bike repair IQ? 

If it's not at least 3 digits , you should take our 4 
week course on basic bicycle repairs. 

•Meet once a week 7-9pm, starting week of 
October 25th 

•Classes offered in English, Spanish & one for 
women 

•Cost of $100 includes repair manual. TA discount! 
•Call for info & to make a reservation 

Charas 605 East 9th St., Room 314 m l-7pm • (212) 260-7055 


Folding Kayaker 

Having trouble finding the information finding information you need on 
folding kayaks? Want to know how to equip, modify & use this unique form 
of recreational craft? Like to learn about special techniques for paddling 
and handling foldables? 

If your answer is yes to these and other questions about using this highly 
flexible breed of vessel, then Folding Kayaks is for you. It’s a concise bi-month¬ 
ly newsletter that is getting rave reviews from folding kayak enthusiasts across 
the country. If you want a glimpse at the invaluable tips and insights these 
satisfied readers are gaining, ask for your free sample issue today. 

□ Send me a sample issue of Folding Kayaker, and let me know about the 
special back-issues offer available for a limited time only. 

Name:. 

Address: . 

Phone: . 

SEND TO: FOLDING KAYAKER, INC., P.O. BOX 0754, NY, NY 10024-0539 

(Inquiries: Ralph diaz 212 - 724 - 5069 ) 

CYCLING ACCIDENT CLAIMS 

Legal Counsel, Representation and Litigation 

"Twenty years of cycling experience has made me painfully 
aware of the injuries caused byroad accidents." 

My office represents fellow cyclists who have been injured by careless 
motorists...There is no charge to discuss your legal rights in any 
situation where you have suffered injury or damage. A fee is charged 
when compensation is obtained from the motorist's insurance company. 

For further information and complimentary consultation contact: 

Barton L. Slavin, Esq. 
(212)233-1010 
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Letters 


Dear T. A.: 

As a Transportation Alternatives 
member who also happens to work for 
MTA New York City Transit, I took 
umbrage at your claim that NYC Transit 
has been reluctant agency when it comes to 
widening sidewalks and making related 
pedestrian improvements near subway sta¬ 
tion entrances. My experience on Manhat¬ 
tan projects (the new Grand Street subway 
entrance and the upcoming 72nd Street 
expansion among others) has been that 
NYC DOT is still more interested in vehic¬ 
ular mobility than public mobility. My 
employer is open to sidewalk neckdowns 
and other pedestrian enhancements, we just 
need help convincing DOT that the snow¬ 
plows can get around them and will not 
impede traffic. 

Steve Strauss 

New York, NY 

We are glad to hear that NYC Transit is “open 
to sidewalk neckdown and other pedestrian 
improvements. " We are also appreciative of the 
24 hour bicycle access provided to the subway 
system and Transit's apparent willingness to 
help place bicycle parking near subway 
entrances. However ; Transit needs to be far 
more aggressive about integrating the needs of 
pedestrians and bicyclists into its plans for 
individual stations and overall into its capital 
budget. The Transit's parent agency\ the MTA , 
often uses its influence within the New York 
City Transportation Coordinating Committee 
to stymie Federalfunding for bicycle and pedes¬ 
trian projects. A good place for the MTA/NYC 
Transit to start is creating a bicycle/pedestrian 
working group internally and to hire planners 
dedicated to making the connection between 
bicyclists , pedestrians and the transit system. 
NYC Transit will have an important role in 
the DOT's forthcoming S3 million “Pedestri¬ 
an/Subway Interface"project. Let's hope this 
project is the beginning of a new partnership 
for pedestrians between the agencies. -Ed 

Dear T. A.: 

This week I watched a woman in a 
motorized wheelchair try to make her way 
up 7th Avenue in Brooklyn. Because curb 


cuts are rare and inconsistent, at crossings 
she had to weave from one side of the 
avenue to the other to get onto the sidewalk 
and continue her trip. The sight would have 
been troubling at any time, but I found it 
especially shocking after spending half a 
year in the Netherlands. The Netherlands is 
a cyclists paradise, where towns and cities 
are amply supplied with bike paths and 
lanes used by everyone from children to the 
elderly, and that bikes are the chief mode of 
transport for a substantial portion of the 
population. Disabled people who cannot 
ride bikes, however, also make good use of 
the bike paths. 

In the struggle to develop more bike 
paths and bike-friendly policy in New York, 
we should think more broadly about what 
transportation alternatives are. We can 
make alliances with groups other than 
cyclists - like wheelchair users - who would 
benefit from a city where drivers are not the 
only ones with claim to the roads. 

Ellen Gruber Garvey 

Brooklyn, NY 

A fine suggestion. T.A. finds common cause 
with groups like the Eastern Paralyzed Veter¬ 
ans Association and Disability Law Clinic on 
issues as diverse as access to the Tri-Boro bridge 
and pedestrian barricades in Midtown. -Ed. 

T.A. member Jon Hill forwarded us 
some fan mail from a west coast pal: 

Holy *@#l. I spent all morning on the 
Transportation Alternatives website. You 
goddamn New Yorkers are so extremely 
lucky to have an organization like that, with 
that marvelous a web site to boot. I man¬ 
aged to download applications for six or 
eight different transit agencies, get info on 
bridges, and read advocacy articles too. 
Thanks for turning me on to that site. 

T.J. Mitchell 

Los Angeles, CA 

Thanks T.J.! And thanks to volunteer webmas¬ 
ter Ken Airkel who keep our site in tip top 
shape! (www.transalt.org) -Ed. 

Dear Brooklyn Marriott: 

I travel for business about twice a 
month, and whenever possible, I stay at 


Marriott Hotels. When I am not travelling, 
however, I commute every weekday to my 
Midtown office by bicycle via the Brooklyn 
Bridge. This takes me past the Brooklyn 
Marriott every morning at about 6:30 am 
on the new Adams Street bike lane. 

Frequently, taxis and car service limos 
are parked illegally at the curb directly in 
front of the Marriott; meanwhile, the Mar¬ 
riott driveway is almost always empty. This 
forces me and other cyclists to swerve out 
into traffic as we pass the hotel. This is 
extremely dangerous, exposes Marriott to 
liability, and also deprives cyclists of a bike 
lane that the City built at great expense. 
This lane half a block from the bridge is the 
primary artery for Brooklyn cyclists heading 
to Manhattan. 

Marriott treats me very well when I’m 
travelling I’d like to think that you have the 
same concern form my well-being when I’m 
at home. Thank you for your attention. 

Tim Reason 
Brooklyn, NY 

The Marriott replied: 

Thank you for sharing your concern 
regarding bicycle safety, particularly the 
Adams Street Bike Lane. 

Since the Bike Lane opened in late 
1998, the hotel has been addressing the 
problem you have mentioned. As you know, 
Adams Street was used as a parking area for 
various vehicles in the past. With the reno¬ 
vation of Adams Street and the implemen¬ 
tation of the bike lane, the New York 
Marriott Brooklyn has been attempting to 
keep the appropriately designated areas in 
front of the hotel as clear as possible. How¬ 
ever, our staff has encountered verbal and 
attempted physical abuse as we attempt to 
police the area. 

Marriott is working closely with the 
city to improve the situation so that bicycle 
riders like yourself and many of our Mar¬ 
riott staff members, can properly enjoy the 
new bike lane. If you wish to discuss this 
matter in more detail, please contact me. 

Ken Schwartz, GM 
NY Marriott Brooklyn 


Classifieds 


Classified ads are free for members, subject to a 3-line limit depending on space. Mail, fax, or e-mail ads to T.A. by Nov 25 for the 
next issue. One issue run unless requested otherwise. Fax: 212-629-8334/e-mail: info@transalt.org. Not for commercial use. 

For sale: Bickerton folding bike, brand new (still in plastic!). Taking offers. 


Wanted: 19" man's Raleigh or Rudge 3 speed, any year and/or condition ok 
so long as it moves if pedaled. The better the condition, the higher the price 
offered. Call Lipsman at 212 532-7700 or e-mail at rmlny@pipeline.com . 
Wanted: Mountain Bike or Hybrid wanted for rider 5' 4". Just for 
riding around the city. Nothing flashy, just cheap. Call Shawn 212-569-6340. 
For sale: Women's size 7-1/2 Salomon in-line skates, very slightly used and in 
excellent condition. $150, originally bought last year $250+tax. Contact 
Arlene at 212-821-9351, or e-mail achapman@lighthouse.org. 


Call John at 516-432-9116. 

For sale: Hybrid bike, Ross Griffon XC, 55 cm, 18-speed, red chrome alloy, 
with rack and toe clips. Used one season. $180.00. Call 212-689-9653. 

For sale: 15" 1998 Schwinn Moab 1, Hardly used, $650. Call 212-689-9653. 

For sale: Men's Diadora cycling shoes, fit 9-1/2, $45. Call 212-689-9653. 

For sale: Used Bicycles, old European, old and new Schwinns and Japanese. 
Call Paul at 516-481-3729. 
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‘ Oil Suck*Awards 

Carfree Times , a web publication (www.car- 
free.com), regularly bestows “Oil Slick” awards 
for dubious distinction in promoting automo¬ 
tive alternatives. The two from the Times’ 
Spring issue are beauts: Award #1 went to the 
Rhode Island Public Transit Authority, which 
recently ran a contest to encourage the use of 
public transit. First prize? An automobile. 
Award #2 went to British member of parlia¬ 
ment Alan Meale, who was driven three kilo¬ 
meters from Peterborough railway in a stretch 
limo. Purpose of the trip: to deliver a speech 
about how “the way we travel is damaging our 
towns, harming our countryside and already 
changing the climate of the planet.” 

—Carfree Times 

High-Mileage Moms 

We know that suburban sprawl increases drive 
time for Americans, but a new report reveals 
that women bear the bmnt of this burden. In 
its study “High Mileage Moms,” the Surface 
Transportation Policy Project reports that the 
average woman now spends nearly 17 days a 
year behind the wheel — more time than the 
average parent spends dressing, bathing and 
feeding a child. Women are the drivers in 
two-thirds of all trips to ferry others around. 
The majority of women (61 percent) make at 
least one stop after work, compared with less 
than half of men (46 percent). The study also 
reveals that from 1990 to 1995, the yearly 
drive time of Americans of both sexes 
increased by more than 40 hours. 

—Surface Transportation Policy Project 

Sad Stats for Baby on Board 

Motor vehicle accidents are the third-leading 
cause of injury-related death for children 
under 1 year old, according to a study by the 
National Institute of Child Health and 
Human Development. 15% of infants in the 
study died in car accidents — more than died 
from fire, drowning, or choking on food or 
foreign objects. Homicide and suffocation 
were the number one and two causes of death, 
respectively. 

—Pediatrics 


Idling Cars 

In an article on the virtues of car-sharing, 
World Watch magazine points out that most 
cars spend most of their time parked and tak¬ 
ing up space, instead of doing what they were 
built to do. The average car in the Nether¬ 
lands, for example, is used for an hour and 12 
minutes per day, and sits unused for 23 hours. 
“The price tag for 100% convenience — a car 
that is always available on demand — is that it 
sits idle for 95% of its life.” 

—World Watch 
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To Drive or Not to Drive: 
The Most Important 
Environmental Choice 

“The Consumers Guide to Effective Envi¬ 
ronmental Choices,” a new book published by 
the Union of Concerned Scientists, reveals 
that many of the better known good/bad 
environmental quandaries — such as paper 
bags vs. plastic or paper coffee cups vs. ceramic 
mugs — are actually irrelevant. The environ¬ 
ment loses a little each way, but the overall 
impact is slight. On the other hand, the book 
points to a number of areas where our choices 
have a large environmental impact—and the 
number one choice is driving vs. taking public 
transportation, walking, or biking. Or as T. A. 
puts it: One Less Car. 

—USA Today 


Going Nowhere 

In Bangkok, Thailand motorists each spend 
an average of 44 working days a year at a 
standstill in traffic. The average speed of a car 
in the city has fallen to that of a horse-drawn 
carriage. 

Hundreds for Transit, 
Thousands for Parking 

At first glance, the Commuter Choice provi¬ 
sions of the newly passed federal transporta¬ 
tion legislation—the Transportation Equity 
Act for the 21st Century, or “TEA-21”— 
appears to be a boon for transit. The law 
amends the federal tax code to allow employ¬ 
ees to set aside up to $780 per year of their 
salaries before taxes to pay for transit. These 
provisions are particularly welcome in transit- 
friendly towns such as New York or Portland. 
But a closer look reveals that employees, if 
they prefer, can instead set aside up to $2,100 
per year for “qualified” parking expenses. This 
unequal subsidy will do little to encourage 
commuting alternatives — as the law profess¬ 
es to do — in auto-oriented cities such as 
Atlanta or Houston. 

Low Cost of Gas 

How cheap is gas in the U.S.? Its so cheap 
that for the first time ever, the IRS has low¬ 
ered its standard mileage reimbursement for 
business use of a personal car. Effective April 
1, the rate fell from 32.5 cents per mile to 31 
cents. 

— Kiplinger’s Personal Finance 

Now Hear This 

One of the negative consequences of traffic 
is noise. Comparing Sudanese tribesmen to 
Americans, one study discovered that the 
tribesmen, living in a natural environment 
with no traffic noise, had litde or no hearing 
loss as they grew older. Eighty-year-old men 
had hearing far better than thirty-year-old 
men who grew up in noisy cities. According 
to another study, “most urban noise results 
from traffic; studies in London found that 
traffic produced a higher noise level than any 
other source at 80 percent of all the sites mea¬ 
sured.” A 1997 German study found that 
nighttime traffic noise not only disturbs sleep 
but also encourages psychosomatic illnesses 
and shortens the period of deep sleep. 

— Auto-Free Times 
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Get Some Holiday Shopping Done tariy... 



Item 


Price 


V 

* \ 


Shipping Quantity, Size, Color 


O Bike Cult *177*22 $ 3 .00 

A fascinating illustrated book detailing virtually all aspects of 
cycling — everything you ever wanted to know and more! 
Written by New Yorker and T.A. member Dave Perry! 

0 One Less Car T-shirt $ 137 $ 15 *1.25 

T.A.’s original fashion statement. Ride with pride wearing this 
100% thick cotton T-shirt. Please indicate size: XL or L, and 
color: Green, Navy, Black, Natural, or Red. 

© Powerbell $ 17/2for $ 28 incl. 

Super-loud bell gets attention of cars and peds. Attaches to 
front fork; handlebar trigger, [notpictured] 

& Prospect Park T-shirts $ 13V$15 $ 1.25 

100% natural unbleached cotton. Size: XL. Illustration on 
front, “Cars Out of Prospect Park!” on back, [notpictured] 

© T.A. Baseball Hats T07T5 ’1.25 

All-Navy, or Khaki with green brim. One size fits all. 

© SafetyVest *87T0 ’2.00 

Safety orange is cool. Adult size. 

Special! 

© 98 Century Bike Tour T-Shirt *57*7 $1.25 

Unbleached Patagonia organic cotton with full-color design. 
S& XL only! 

Total Amount Enclosed 


Total 


Special on ‘98 T’s! 



* asterisk indicates special discount 
price for T.A. members only. 

Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. All items are 
available and pictured in color on our web 
site, www.transalt.org/about/buystuff 


Credit Card Number_Expires_/_ 

Signature_ 

To order, fill out the above, add your name and address, and mail it to T.A. with your payment, or fax it to 
T.A. at 212-629-8334 with your credit card number (MC,Visa, or AmEx) and signature. 


Also Still Available- High Quality T.A. Team Wear - jerseys, 
shorts, more!See it on our website or visit the office. 



\ 

Is it Time to Renew? Check Your Address Label Below for Your Membership Expiration Date! 
Use the envelope inside to renew, ask a friend to join, or to give a T.A. membership as a gift. 
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